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Rtrw'n  cmmiuim  fortistlmi  sunt  Belg^  ;  fropUria  qati  a  eultm  mfqwe  hmmam~ 
itatt  Pravemft  langusimt  abtmmt  ;  minimequt  ai  m  mtrtatares  tatft  eemmeaatf 
at  far  ea  qa4t  ad  efftatimamdat  aaimai  ftriimtat  iatfortamt  ”  cM  s  a  a. 

Of  all  these,  the  BeauvniaoU  arc  the  hraviM,  for  as  much  as  they  re> 
scmble  not  in  the  least  the  manners  and  breeding  of  the  people  of  Pro* 
vence;  and  mei  chants  very  rarely  resort  thither  for  the  purpose  of  im¬ 
porting  such  things  as  have  a  tendency  to  render  men  more  effeminate.' 

AGHICULTUHE,  commtrrce  and  manufactures  am 
admitted  to  be  the  prand  Rources  from  which  any  nation  ran 
derive  its  wealth  ;  A  people  under  ccitain  circumstances,  may 
hi  happy  enjoying  only  one  of  these  sources,  and  that  consti¬ 
tutes  permanent  riches  ;  but  when  all  thi'ee  united  smile  on 
any  country,  be  their  happiness  what  it  may,  wealth  soon  be¬ 
comes  superabundant. 

A  question  has  arisen,  and  at  this  moment  demands  a  so¬ 
lution  :  How  far  national  happiness  and  prosperity  can  be 
promoted  by  foreign  commerce  ?  When  we  attentively  con¬ 
sider  the  bountiful  provision  given  by  Providence  to  all  nations, 
it  seems  as  if  the  necessity  of  foreign  commerce  had  been  pre¬ 
cluded  by  the  order  of  Deity.  Every  plant  had  chosen  for  it 
its  proper  soil,  and  hence  draws  its  vital  nourishment ;  every 
beast  his  proper  provender,  and  every  bird  its  seeds  and  in¬ 
sects;  whilst  man,  under  the  most  barren  clime,  had  prepared 
for  him  the  means  of  subsistence  ;  but  with  the  necessaries  of 
life  he  was  not  contented,  he  sighed  for  its  luxuries,  in  search 
of  which  he  roamed  to  foreign  parts  toiled  incessantly,  and 
ventured  his  life  to  acquire  things  which  could  not  augment 
his  happiness,  nay,  oftimes  brought  from  far  distant  climes, 
through  a  thousand  dangers,  things  which  industr)*  could  have 
procured  for  him  at  home. 
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From  this  soui*ce  of  wealth,  perhaps  it  would  not  be  a^rt- 
ing  too  much  to  say,  that  tliree  fourths  of  all  the  woes  which 
have  clouded  the  world  with  misery,  for  at  least  the  last  five 
hundred  yeai-s,  have  taken  their  rise.  O  Commerce !  Com- 
meiTc !  with  what  oceans  of  blood  hast  thou  been  supported ! 
what  land  hast  tlwu  not  drenched  with  human  g^re  !  what 
country  is  there  in  which  thou  hast  not  ragtd  witli  dep')pulat- 
ing  lltr)  !  what  sea  that  has  not  seen  thee  spreading  carnage  ! 
— It  is  tine,  thou  hast  built  cities,  on  the  min  of  nations  ;  thou 
hast  erected  churches^  with  the  price  of  blood  ;  thou  hast  en¬ 
dowed  hospitals,  for  the  reception  of  those  whom  thy  rapa¬ 
cious  covetousness  maimed.  Witness  ye  plains  of  Indostan  j 
ye  Peruvian  mines  ;  rise  up  ye  inhabitants  of  Guinea,  speak 
fmm  all  your  sun  burned  shores  ;  America  assert  thy  claim  ; 
Europe  stand  not  silent ;  say,  whence  flow  these  rivers  of 
blood  ?  who  slew  all  these  carcasses  that  so  horribly  disfigure 
the  fair  surface  of  nature  ?  what  wretch  was  it  that  robfxrd 
yonder  weeping  orphans  of  their  father  ?  that  disconsolate 
widow  of  her  husband  ?  and  tore  the  much  loved  youth  from 
the  arms  of  that  fair  female  who  now  in  frantic  sorrow  press¬ 
es  to  her  heart  his  lifeless  corpse  ?  Thou,  Comme!*cc,  went 
the  assassin  !  thy  ra|)acity  unsheathed  the  dagger  and  snatch¬ 
ed  that  aillicted  man  from  the  enjoyment  of  happiness,  liberty 
and  independence,  and  degraded  him  to  the  condition  of  a 
whip-galled  slave. 

In  the  motto  prefixed  to  this  number,  we  sec  at  that  early 
age  what  was  Caesar’s  opinion  of  commerce,  he  declares  that 
it  has  a  tendency  to  effeminate  the  mind  of  man  ;  the  term  he 
there  uses  was  generally  understcxxl  in  a  bad  sense,  and  per¬ 
haps  might  be  l)ctter  translated,  by  debauch  ;  and  assuredly, 
nothing  has  ever  had  a  girater  tendcrtcy  to  debauch  men’s 
minds  than  commerce.  Gain  is  the  sole  ^ject— for  this,  both 
religion  and  morality  are  set  at  defiance  ;  in  proof  hereof,  let 
me,  without  comment,  mention  the  slave-trade  only,  and  tliere 
rest  the  assertion.  At  this  moment,  do  we  not,  in  a  great  mea¬ 
sure,  owe  the  pi^sent  difficulties  under  w'hich  we  labour  \o/or- 
rigti  commerce  ?  Mete  bants  run  every  ris(}ue  to  accomplish 
their  primary  object — to  get  gain  ;  for  this,  laws  are  set  at  de¬ 
fiance,  right  dissolved  into  a  vapour,  and  oaths  esteemed  as 
rotten  straw  ;  they  engage  in  an  illicit  trade,  furnish  them¬ 
selves  with  illegal  papers  and  forged  documents,  cairy  contra¬ 
band  goods,  and  if  taken  by  the  nation  aggrieved,  lodge  a  com¬ 
plaint  before  their  government ;  thus  the  nation  is  eventually 
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engaged  in  war,  and  thousands  fall  in  the  contest  to  sanction  the 
iniquitous  acts  of  their  country's  worst  enemies :  Let  none  mis¬ 
understand  I  speak  not  thus  of  ail  merchants  :  Noy  we  are 
happy  to  assert  that  we  have  many  true  Americans,  merchants, 
who  are  not  the  sordid  slaves  of  gain,  but  fair,  honourable  deal¬ 
ers,  who  are  an  honour  to  their  countiT,  cultivaters  of  morality, 
lovers  of  religion,  the  poor  man's  stay,  the  orphans*  parents, 
and  as  distinguished  for  their  patriotism  as  their  virtue — but 
of  the  speculating  merchants  who  abound  in  ever}’  seaport  in 
the  union,  who  are  inciters  of  trouble,  enemies  of  our  free¬ 
dom,  and  foes  to  our  independence. 

We  stand  in  need  of  the  necessaries  of  life  only,  and  with 
these,  our  counti7  is  superabundantly  furnished.  Commei-ce 
brings  to  us  all  the  luxuries  with  which  the  earth  abounds, 
and  are  we  thereby  impioved  either  in  viitue  or  health  ?  In 
my  opinion,  the  contrary  is  the  consequence  ;  but,  say  its 
supporters,  we  aitr  thereby  enriched  ;  well,  be  it  so,  but  an¬ 
swer  me,  are  not  riches  dearly  purchased  with  ill  health  and 
viitue 's  sufKrrstructure  in  ruins  ?  We  are  a  people  as  far  rc- 
moved  from  the  European  world  in  distance,  as  we  are  rc- 
moved  from  their  wants  and  necessities.  Numliers  of  them, 
from  the  mode  of  living  to  which  they  have  been  long  accus¬ 
tomed,  cannot  rest  satisHed  with  their  own  productions,  but 
must  pampier  their  m)petites  with  forcign  dainties.  We,  on 
the  other  hand,  w  itliin  our  own  boundaries,  cuti  produce  almost 
all  the  luxuries  with  which  the  earth  abounds.  Our  country 
nearly  embraces  every  vanety  of  climate,  and  our  domestic 
commerce,  in  this  respect,  may  embrace  a  very  extensive  range. 
Industiy  has  only  to  exert  her  power — ingenuity  all  its  art. 
Our  extensive  territory  abounds  with  rcsourccs  :  Let  us  early 
turn  our  attention  to  internal  concrm»y  and  we  will  in  a  short 
time  little  regaidy^rc  rrlationt.  For  my  own  part,  should 
1  live  a  hundred  years,  I  would  rather  never  see,  during  that 
period,  a  vessel  for  foreign  intercourse  float  on  our  waters, 
than  behold  one  hundred  of  our  titizent  slain  by  the  srvord  of  an 
many.  If  we  must  only  by  war  preserve  ccntmerce^  perish 
commerce.  I  prefer  life  to  wealth  purchased  by  my  brother’s 
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Ambitio.v  is  as  restless  as  fire,  w’hich  still  consumes 
whatever  comes  in  its  way,  witliout  determining  where  to 
stop. 
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Accurrit  qutdam^  motus  mihi  momtHt  tantum  ; 

Arref  tuque  manu,  quid  agit  duUittime  rtrum  f  llOR.  tat.  q.  iii.  1« 

HORACE  in  this  satire,  severely  ridicules  those  who  be- 
ini^  mere  nominal  actjuainlances,  presume  upon  the  libe/ties 
warranuibie  only  in  intimate  friends ;  and  he  seizes  the  opixjr- 
tiinity  of  railing  against  certain  pratlers  who  babble  upon  every 
trifle,  and  make  themselves  the  chief  object  of  encomium.  He 
represents  himself  as  walking  along  the  fVa  Sacra^  when  a 
pei'son  known  to  him  only  by  name,  came  familiarly  and  took 
his  hand,  saying,  “  How  do  you  do  my  sweet  fellow  ?”  Ho¬ 
race  at  firat  answeied  him  civilly,  “  Pretty  well,  and  I  wish 
you  every  thing  you  desire  when  he  kept  following  and 
prating  about  any  and  eveiy  thing ;  Horace  asked  him  his 
business  ;  I  am  a  learned  man,  said  he,  you  certainly  know 
me.  The  anxiety  of  the  poet  to  get  rid  of  him  is  well  ex¬ 
pressed  by  the  following  lines — 

- Misere  discedere  quxrens, 

Ii-e  modo  ocius,  interdum  consistere,  in  aurem 
Dicere  nescio  quid  puero.  Cum  sodor  ad  imos 
Manaret  ta!os.* 

And  w’hen  this  insolent  fellow  was  told  by  Horace  that  he 
was  going  to  visit  a  person  unknown  to  him,  he  pi-ovokingly 
replies,  1  have  noth'uig  to  do  uikI  am  not  lazy,  1  w  ill  attend 
you  thither. 

There  are  many  such  persons  as  the  poet  describes,  to  be 
met  with.  They  consider  themselves  of  such  consequence, 
that  their  company  cannot  be  disagreeable,  and  want  either 
the  sense  or  inclination  to  |K*rccive  the  emban*assment  under 
which  he  lal>ours,  who  unfortunately  is  the  object  of  their  at¬ 
tention.  My  fi-iend  R.  is  one  of  these  charactei's,  he  is  a  tol¬ 
erably  good  natured  fellow,  but  such  an  insuflerable  babbler 
that  he  is  never  contented  Iwt  when  he  is  praising  his  own 
good  qualities,  or  exaggerating  the  demerits  of  another.  If 
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R.  happens  to  be  in  the  same  room  with  a  strcinger,  the  next 
time  they  meet,  he  accosts  him  with  all  the  iamiliunty  iina-  ' 
ginable,  and  runs  over  a  thousand  occurrences  which  tra)is- 
piied  a  year  before  his  acquaintance.  H.  relates  all  his  own 
affaii-s  with  a  strict  minuteness,  and  w  ill  detain  you  an  hour  or 
two  in  dwelling  upon  trifles  in  which  he  was  engaged  :  fie  de¬ 
tails  all  the  diflicultics  into  which  he  was  ever  involved,  and 
attributes  to  himself  great  praise  for  his  extrication.  R.  is 
ftNul  of  talking  politics  ;  he  w  ill  tell  you  in  a  nrioment  why 
such  a  candidate  cannot  succeed. and  explains  with  wonderful 
facility  on  what  point. the  election  of  such  iin  one  turned. 
Does  any  news  arise,  R.  is  the  first  to  spread  it  abroad,  and 
predicts  with  great  consequence  the  eflect  Ujwnthe  country. 
The  Grecian  and  Roman  governments  are  always  before  him, 
and  though  he  has  never  read  a  worl  in  history,  he  cites  it 
with  great  assurance.  R.  is  opposed  to  a  war  with  France, 
and  asscits  that  Box  apartk’s  threat  should  not  be  noticed  by 
us,  for  we  ought  to  consider  it  as  the  ravings  of  a  num  intoxi¬ 
cated  with  his  greatness  I  And  that  F.ngland  is  at  war  with 
tlie  rights  of  commeivc,  therefore,  without  hesitation  we 
ought  to  declare  war,  buy  Fulton’s  torp(£dos,  destroy  the 
British  navy,  and  send  our  gun-boats  up  the  Thames  to  bum 
London.  R.  proves  that  by  certain  manoevres  France  would 
have  been  defeated  iivull  her  battles,  and  hints  that  by  pursu¬ 
ing  hit!  advice,  America  n.ight  yet  be  mistress  of  the  world. 
R.  is  equally  skilled  in  local  politics  ;  federalists,  democrats, 
quids  and  quadroons  are  continually  subject  to  his  learned 
dis(}uisitions ;  he  knows  the  exact  distinctions  between  the 
piinciples  of  each,  and  foretels  the  rise  or  fall  of  a  party  with 
the  same  precision  as  a  philosopher  would  calculate  an  eclipse. 
In  short,  R.  by  his  pretensions  to  universal  knowledge,  and 
disgusting  foi'wanlness,  has  made  himself  despicable  in  the 
opinion  of  those  who  know  him,  and  his  fame  is  such  that  no 
pcj'son  will  venture  into  a  company  where  R.  is  present.  T. 
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Meanwhile  the  Benton  family  became  distressed  at  his 
silence;  the  gentle  Constantia’s  mind  was  divided  between 
sorrow  and  anger  for  this  apparent  neglect ;  as  a  sister,  she 
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had  a  right  to  eveiy  infoimation  respecting  his  fate  ;  as  a  mis¬ 
tress,  she  had,  if  possil)le,  an  additional  claim  ;  what  then  must 
have  been  her  surprise  at  receiving  no  communications : 
Mr.  Benton’s  encjuiiies  of  bis  fpiend  in  PhUadrlfihia  on  this 
subjecU  vere  answeiTd  by  a  relation  of  those  circumstances, 
with  '^t^h  the  I'eudcr  is  already  acquainted,  and  in  addition 
thereto,-that  of  the  (ate  of  Henry  noticing  was  certainly  known, 
but  that  a  short  time  after  the  occurence  at  Mr.  •****s,  a  body 
had  been  found  in  the  river  Schuylkill,  which  was  clothc'd 
in  the  same  dress  Henry  had  worn  at  the  time  just  mention¬ 
ed,  that  the  features  were  indistinguishable  amidst  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  putrefaction  ;  yet  there  was  every  reaV>n  to  believe 
lie  had  fallen  a  ^  ictim  to  the  unhappy  state  of  his  mind.  This 
mournful  intelligence  plunged  them  into  the  deepest  distress, 
and  destroyed  all  those  bright  hopes,  and  plans  of  coming  hap¬ 
piness,  which  they  had  so  long  and  so  fondly  chenshed:  The 
health  of  Constaxtia  visibly  declined,  she  sunk  like  the  ear¬ 
ly  llowcr  that  unfolds  its  bloom  to  the  bright  beams  of  a  mild 
winter’s  day,  and  sinks  beneath  the  cold  blasts  of  evening ;  all 
those  dcdiglnful  anticipations  which  had  once  cheered  the  pros¬ 
pects  of  futurity,  were  dissipated,  and  nothing  but  a  cheerless 
blank  presented  itself  to  her  sight,  ai^d  contrasted  itself  with 
her  former  felicity.  Mr.  Benton  -lamented  that  ardent  love 
cjf  independence,  or  pride,  as  in  the  bitterness  of  his  heart  he 
termed  it,  which  had  induced  his  adopted  son,  to  seek  that 
happiness  at  a  distance,  which  he  might  have  enjoyed  amidst 
the  scenes  of  his  youth  and  in  the  society  of  his  friends,  in 
tnis  all  these  misfortunes  had  originated  ;  he  saw  himself, 
in  prospect,  deprived  of  the  sole  prop  of  his  declining  years, 
for  in  Constant!  A  was  now  placed  his  only  remaining  com¬ 
fort,  and  the  same  untimely  ends  though  different  in  ciioum- 
stance,  which  had  deprived  him  of  the  one,  threatene<f  the  ex¬ 
istence  bf  the  otirer ;  all  lamentation  however  was  useless, 
and  It  was  necessary,  if  possible,  to  snatch  from  the  grasp  of 
d|:ath  his  sole  remaining  hope.  The  city  afforded  the  best 
medical  advice,  and  thither  he  hastened  with  Constantia, 
where  the  most  famous  piofessoi's  of  the  healing  art  were 
summoned  to  “her  assistance  ;  yet  her  locovery  seemed 
doubtful ;  when,  to  crown  his  misfortunes,  he  was  one  night 
i-oused  from  uneasy  slumber's  by  a  cry  of  fire,  which  originat¬ 
ed  in  the  house  in  which  he  lodged  ;  with  difficulty  he  made 
his  escape  into  the  street,  and  k^held  the  building  enveloped 
in  flames  y  for  a  moment  he  congratulated  himself  on  his  good 
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fortune,  but  immediately  after  remembered  with  a  pang  of 
agony,  his  unhappy  daughter,  he  would  have  rushed  thi-osgU 
the  Hamea  to  her  assistance ;  had  not  the  spectatoi's,  despsdfmg 
of  his  success,  prevented  him  fmm  lashly  riskiug  his  own 
life  ;  the  poor  disti'esscd  old  man  ran  up  and  bit* 

rest  distress,  entreating  every  person  to  save  his  datT^Hb^r,  bu% 
long  in  vain  ;  one  at  last  prcsenteil  himself,  he  was  in  the  ha¬ 
bit  of  a  dunkard  ;  a  bushy  beard  covered  his  chin,  he  lodged 
in  an  adjoining  building,  had  risen  on  the  fimt  alarm,  and 
been  busy  in  affording  eveiy  assistance  in  his  power,  “  Poor 
old  man,”  said  he,  “  I  will  save  your  daughter's  life,  or  lose  my 
own  !'*  The  sf>ect;itoi*s  represented  the  danger,  but  him  no  dan- 
gei-s  could  terrify,  no  arguments  convince  ;  he  viewed  the 
devouring  element  with  a  steady  eye,  while  he  hastily  threw 
over  his  form  a  wetted  great  coat,  then  rushed  through  the 
Dames  and  was  lost  to  the  \  iew  so  long,  that  every  one  imagin¬ 
ed  he  had  perished  ;  when  at  length  he  rushed  into  the  street, 
bearing  the  wasted  form  of  ('oxstantia  in  his  aims,  wrap- 
ed  in  the  great  coat,  himself  enveloped  in  Dame,  followed  by 
another  male  figure  who  had  been  more  fortunate  ;  he  deliver¬ 
ed  the  precious  burekn  to  the  arms  of  Mr.  Bkkton,  and 
sunk  at  his  feet  overcome  with  fatigue,  suffocated  with  smoke, 
and  severely  Iwimed  :  The  fire  which  clung  to  his  dress  was 
soon  extinguished  by  the  torrents  of  w’ater  which  were  thrown 
on  him  fix>m  the  engines  which  had  by  this  time  arrived,  and 
he  conveyed  to  a  neighbouring  house  where  he  was  soon  re¬ 
stored  to  his  senses  ;  he  found  himself  pressed  to  the  heart  of 
an  clderiy  lady,  who,  by  a  mark  on  his  breast  i*ecognized  in  him 
her  long  lost  son,  and  in  her  he  beheld  the  mother  of  Maria. 
All  this  was  a  mystcr>'  to  him,  which  he  was  now  too  ill  to 
penetrate— this  our  business. 

VV'e’left  Henry  in  the  country,  in  a  state  which  did  not 
^  seem  likely  to  |>crmit  his  presenting  himself  again  to  the  eye 
of  the  reader.  By  thdfcrare  of  a  benevolent  man  wbo  found  him, 
he  was  once  more  restored  to  health  and  to  compcsuiw;  but 
‘w’e  must  mention  a  circumstance  illustrative  of  some  occurrcti* 
ces  prior  to  this  time  :  We  have  mentioned  his  Dight  from  the 
city  in  the  night,  when  he  g^ave  so  terrible  a  proof  how  little 
the  epithet  “  coward,’*  applied  to  him,  the  severity  of  his  self¬ 
accusations,  and  his  painful  journey  along  the  banks  of  the  n- 
ver,  this  v^s  continued  as  we  have  observed,  until  weariness 
compelled  him  to  rest ;  the  spot  he  chose  for  this  purpose  was 
beneath  the  shelter  of  a  I'ock  which  hung  over  a  small  stieam 
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which  emptied  its  waters  into  the  river ;  here  he  sat  complete¬ 
ly  concealed  from  the  view  of  any  person  who  might  pass  by  ; 
the  stream  ran  along  the  bottom  of  a  deep  gully,  the  sides  of 
which  were  thickly  overgrown  with  trees  and  shrubbery  ;  here 
his  p  meditations  were  intenupted  by  the  accidental  view 
of  a  l)dl^bf  a  man  floating  towards  the  recess  which  conceal¬ 
ed  him  ;  a  sudden  thought  flashed  upon  his  mind — might  not 
(he  asked  himself)  this  circumstance  be  turned  to  his  advan¬ 
tage  ?  the  size  of  this  unhappy  being  was  about  his  own,  their 
age  apparently  the  same,  their  divss  indeed  was  difleront,  but 
by  exchanging  them,  it  might,  w  hen  found,  be  mistaken  for 
his  remains ;  thus  he  would  ^Je  enabled  to  escape  the  horrors 
of  a  public  punishment,  and  what  he  still  more  desirod,  his 
name,  and  even  his  remembrance  would  soon  sink  into  obli¬ 
vion;  he  might  live  in  securityiand  make,  by  a  virtuous  life, 
some  atonement  to  society  for  the  involuntaiy  breach  of  its 
most  sacred  laws  ;  with  infinite  labour,  difliculty  and  almost 
intolerable  disgust,  this  w  ild  and  loathsome  work  w;ai  execut¬ 
ed,  and  the  expected  consequences  resulted  from  it;  he  then, 
after  some  ropose,  pui*sued  his  jouniey  for  several  successive 
nights  through  the  most  secluded  paths,  until  exhausted  by 
fatigue  and  scanty  food,  he  kiid  himself  dow  n  in  des[)air  to  die. 

fie  rtmained  for  a  long  time  after  his  recover)',  with  his 
kind  host,  whom  he  assisted  in  the  labours  of  husbandry  ;  and 
os  it  favoured  his  plan  of  concealment,  he  adopted  his  dress 
and  habits  ;  at  length  he  became  desirous  of  discovering  what 
had  actually  been  the  fate  of  Calvkrt,  which  some  reports 
had  rendered  doubtful,  he  travelled  to  the  city  to  obtain  infor¬ 
mation  ;  he  found  him  living,  all  his  apprehensions  vanished 
and  he  looked  forward  to  happier  days it  was  he  whose  in¬ 
trepidity  saved  Cokstantia  from  the  most  terrible  aiid  pain¬ 
ful  death ;  attracted  by  the  agonizing  lamentations  of  Mr. 
Bknton,  he  appix>ached,  saw  and  knew  his  adopted  father*; 
after  reaching  the  second  floor  of  the  house,  he  searched  for 
the  chamber  of  Con  sTANTi  A,  and  found,  to  his  surprise,  Cal¬ 
vert  in  a  sound  asleep  which  intoxication  had  rendered  almost 
stupifying ;  now  thought  he,  might  1  be  amply  and  safely  re¬ 
venged  for  all  the  wrctehedness  thou  hast  caused  me,  I  have 
but  to  let  thee  romain  and  the  flames  will  be  my  avenger— but 
a  j^obler  levenge  is  mine— ‘‘Awake  awake — arise,  fly  and  save 
your  life,”  he  cried,  exerting  his  powerful  voice,  “  ’tis  Hen¬ 
ry  who  calls  thee,  him  whom  you  have  branded  with  the  name 
of  coward}  him  whom  you  have  so  basely  injured !  behold  I 
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p.m  revenged  !”  So  saying,  he  left  him,  and  hurried  to  find  her 
without  whom  life  would  lose  half  its  value  ;  all  this  occurred 
in  a  moment^  Calvi-.rt  opened  his  eyes  and  beheld  the  de¬ 
parting  form  of  HtNRY,,and  tcnified,  thought  he  called  from 
the  caveiTis  of  death  !  he  saw  the  flames  playing  around  the 
w’indows  I  arose  and  searched  in  vain  for  some  means  of  es¬ 
cape  ;  he  had  just  reached  the  staircase  when  Hknry  rushed* 
by,  bearing  the  form  of  Constantia,  he  followed  him,  and 
they  rushed  into  the  street  together. 

Mrs.  Hamptow,  the  mother  of  Maria,  was  the  widow  of 
an  officer  who  had  served  with  reputation  in  the  revolutionary 
war  ;  he  was  in  that  part  of  the  army  the  scene  of  whose  op¬ 
erations  was  on  the  frontiers  ;  this  amiable  lady  deteimined 
to  share  the  fortunes  of  her  husband  and  accompanied  him  to 
the  army  ;  he  was  unfortunately  killed  in  an  engagement  with 
the  enemy.  Their  son,  Hlnry,  was  left  in  the  care  of  his 
mother,  and  during  the  confusion  which  attended  the  retieat  of 
the  routed  ai*my,  was  lost,  as  she  then  thought,  forever ;  re¬ 
turning  to  her  native  city,  she  was  by  hard  pressure  of  neces¬ 
sity,  compelled  to  keep  a  boarding  house,  to  furnish  the  means 
of  subsistance  for  hei-self  and  the  then  infant  Maria;  it  was 
this  house  in  which  the  fire  originated,  and  by  this  mean  she 
again  discovered  her  long  lost  son. 

The  story  now  approaches  its  conclusion — Henry's  reco- 
yeiy  was  hastened  by  the  happy  prospects  which  again  open¬ 
ed  to  his  view  ;  he  found  in  Maria  a  sister,  and  the  now  re¬ 
covered  Constantia  soon  became  his  wifej  in  Mr.  Benton 

a  father  bymutual  consent  and  by  mutual  affection. - 'fl  e 

manuscript  informs  us  of  nothing  further,  except  this  sage 
observation— Had  Hknry  possessed  more  foihearancc,  and 
continued  to  follow  the  same  plan  he  marked  out  for  himself, 
when  he  refused  the  challenge  of  Calvert,  it  would  have 
been  much  better — and  the  story  much  shorter. 


ro  the  editor  of  the  ete. 

S/ff, 

LATELY  reading  in  an  European  publication,  an  account  of  the  ex-, 
tnordinarjr  attachment  of  a  badger  to  its  killed  mate,  and  of  its  being  by 
ignorant  and  inhuman  creatures  burned  to  death  for  a  witch;  I  send  you 
for  publication,  if  you  see  6t,  in  you  *  iSjre,’  an  account  of  an  equally  strong 
attachment  in  a  mouse,  but  a  direct  contrast  on  the  score  of  tense  and 
humanity  in  two  AmerUan  lads. 

bi  lAO  .ioine  time  since  with  several  othcra  at  a  friend’s 
house  in  the  countiy,  two  lads  came  in  to  show  us  a  wonder- 


190  THE  EYE.  [Vol.  I. 

fill  curiosity  and  sight,  as  they  termed  it ;  they  had  been  mov¬ 
ing  a  pile  of  mils^  and  among  them  found  a  nest  of  mice,  the 
«lam,  with  four  young  ones,  nearly  so  well  grown  as  to  nm  ; 
the  dam  appeai'ed  agitated  with  fear,  yet  would  not  forsake 
her  b)X)od,  but  hovered  over  them,  as  endeavouring  to  hide 
them  under  her,  which  she  was  unable  to  do  from  their  size, 
telling  the  lads,  or  as  tliey  (and  we)  understood  her,  “If  my  lit¬ 
tle  children  and  I  am  to  die,  you  must  kill  me  first.*’  This 
at  once  excited  their  admiration  and  compassion. 

In  their  hands  site  appealed  sensible  of  their  eatresses,  and 
showed  a  painful  anxiety  when  withheld  from  her  young  ones. 
We  tried  many  ways  to  tempt  her  to  desert  them,  and  to  pro¬ 
voke  her  resentment,  but  to  no  purpose.  ( >n  pricking  her  toes 
and  runing  her  ears  through  with  a  pin,  she  bore  it  with  a  per¬ 
fect  resignation  ;  we  did  the  like  to  one  of  lier  young,  which 
made  it  utter  its  sense  of  pain  ;  the  dam  looked  up  at  us,  and 
seemed  to  question  why  we  did  se  ?  one  suggested,  that  as  she 
did  not  i-esent  an  injury,  nor  attempt  to  run  aw’ay,  it  was  be¬ 
cause  she  could  see  no  chance  of  escaping.  We  then  placed 
her  at  a  hole  ronning  under  the  floor  of  an  old  out-house,  where 
her  own  escape  was  certain,  and  took  aw'ay  her  nest,  that 
she  might  think  her  young  and  it  lost  to  her  ;  but  she  ran  back 
to  us  and  seemed  as  if  she  knew  that  we  were  playing  tricks 
with  her,  and  also  seemed  to  beg  of  each  of  us  for  her  children 
again.  We  then  placed  her  young  and  the  nest  by  the  hole, 
when  she  hovered  over  them  again  as  before  ;  we  pul  a  cat  and 
a  little  dog  near  her,  who  wished  to  prey  on  them,  w'hich  only 
caused  her  to  hug  them  the  closer.  One  moved  to  kill  her 
young,  as  he  said,  to  sec  how  slie  would  behave  on  that ;  but 
her  young  masters  would  not  permit  it,  “  She,  the  dear  good 
little  creature  and  all  her  childron  shall  live,  and  have  their  li¬ 
berty,”  said  they,  and  took  her  to  the  field  again,  putting  them 
all  in  a  place  of  safety,  with  a  large  crust  of  bread  and  som«: 
water  for  several  days*  supply.  J.  W. 


To  THE  EDITOR  OE  THE  ETE. 

MR.  OPTTC^ 

The  following  tale  i<  so  interesting,  that  notwithstanding  its  former 
publication,  it  may  be  new  to  many  and  gratifying  to  all  your  readers. 

T. 

PROVIDUNTIAL  DELIVERAMCE. 

THE  Leyden  gazette  of  the  12th  December,  1785,  gives 
the  following  account  of  tlie  interposition  of  Divine  ProviUeiicv 
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in  favour  of  a  widow  and  her  family*  near  Dordrecht  in  the 
province  of  Holland.  This  industrious  woman- was  left  by  her 
husband*  who  was  an  eminent  house  carpenter,  a  comfoitable 
house,  with  some  land,  and  two  boats  for  carrying  merchandise 
and  passenjcers  on  the  canals.  She  was  also  supposed  to  be 
worth  above  ten  thousand  guilders,  in  rcady  money,  which  she 
employed  in  a  hempen  and  sail  cloth  manufactory,  as  the 
means  not  only  ot  increasing  her  fortune,  but  of  instructing  her 
childien  (a  son  and  two  daughters)  in  those  useful  branches 
of  business.  One  night  about  nine  o'clock,  w  hen  the  work* 
men  had  gone  home,  a  person  dressed  in  an  unifoitn,  with  a 
musket  and  broad  sword,  came  to  her  house,  and  reciuested 
lodging  :  **  1  let  no  lodging,  friend.’*  said  the  widow  ;  ^  and  be¬ 
sides,  1  have  no  spare  bed,  unless  you  sleep  with  my  son, 
which  1  think  very  improper,  being  a  perfect  stranger  to  us 
all.'*  The  soldier  then  shewed  a  discharge  from  Diesbach's 
regiment  -(signed  b)  the  mayor,  who  gave  him  an  excellent 
chaiacter)  and  a  passport  from  Compte  de  Maillebois.  goveiT- 
our  of  Buda.  I'he  widow  believing  the  stranger  an  honest 
man  as  he  really  was,  called  her  son,  and  asked  him  if  he 
would  accomodate  a  veteran  who  had  serv’cd  the  republic  for 
thirty  years  with  reputation,  with  a  paii  of  his  bed.  The 
young  man  consented,  and  the  soldier  was  hospitably  enter¬ 
tained,  and  withdrcw  to  rest.  Some  hours  after,  a  loud  thump¬ 
ing  was  heard  at  the  street  door,  which  roused  the  soldier,  w  ho 
stole  softly  down  stairs,  and  listened  at  the  hall.  The  blows 
were  repeated,  and  the  door  almost  broken  through  by  a  sledge 
or  some  heavy  instrument.  By  this  time  the  affrighted  wid¬ 
ow,  and  her  daughter  were  running  about,  and  screaming 
murder!  muider  '  but  the  son  having  joined  the  soldier,  wnh 
a  case  of  loaded  pistols,  and  the  latter  screwing  on  his  bayon¬ 
et,  and  fresh  priming  his  piece,  which  w’as  well  filled  with 
slugs,  desired  the  women  to  retire,  as  bloody  work  might  be 
expected  in  a  few  minutes.  Soon  after  the  door  was  burst 
open,  and  two  fellows  entered  and  were  instantly  shot  by  the' 
son  who  discharged  both  his  pitols  at  once.  'I'wo  more  re¬ 
turned  the  favour  from  without,  but  without  effect ;  and  tlic 
intrepid  veteran,  taking  immediate  advantage  of  the  discharge 
of  their  arms,  rushing  on  them  like  a  lion,  ran  one  through 
the  body  with  his  bayonet,  and  whilst  the  other  was  running 
away,  lodged  the  contents  of  his  piece  between  his  shoul¬ 
ders,  and  he  dropped  dead  on  the  spot.  ’I'hey  then  closed 
the  door  as  well  as  they  could  reloaded  their  arms  ;  made 
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a  good  fire  ;  and  watched  till  day  light,  when  a  number  of 
weavere  and  spinners  came  to  resume  their  employment ;  we 
may  guess  their  horror  and  astonishment  on  seeing  four 
men  dead  on  a  dunghill,  where  the  soldier  had  diap^ed  them 
before  the  door  was  shut.  The  burgomaster  and  his  syndic 
attended  and  took  the  depositions  of  the  family  relative  to  this 
affair.  The  bodies  wei-e  buried  in  a  emss  road  and  a  stone 
erected  over  the  gi~dvc  with  this  inscription  “  Here  lie  the 
wretched  carcases  of  four  unknown  nithans,  who  deseneclly 
lost  their  lives  in  an  attempt  to  i*ob  a  worthy  woman  and  her 
family.  A  stranger  who  slept  in  tl)e  houses  to  which  Divine 
Providence  undoubtedly  directed  him,  was  the  principal  instru¬ 
ment  in  preventing  the  perperation  of  such  “horrid  designs 
which  justly  entitles  him  to  a  lasting  memorial  and  the  thanks  of 
the  public.  John  Adrian  l)e  Vries,  a  discharged  soldier  from 
Diesbach’s  regiment,  a  native  of  Middleburgh  in  Zealand,  and 
upw’axdsof  seventy  years  old,  was  the  David  w  ho  killed  two  of 
these  (ioliah’s,the  ivst  being  slain  by  the  son  of  the  family.  In 
honorem^  et  gratuudi/it-m  trgOy  Dri  ofnimi  maximi  pictalis  et 
innocentiee  gupiwi  /irotectoHs,  tnagiatrafua  et  concilium  chntatia 
Dm'trvchuTMs  hoc  mgJium  pic  curavere^  20  die  Aov.  annoque 
salutia  humantry  1785.”  The  widow  presented  the  soldier  w  ith 
one  hundred  guineas,  and  the  city  settled  a  handsome  pen¬ 
sion  on  him  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  , 


ORIGIN  OF  THE  FABLE  CONCERNING  CHARON. 

IN  no  country  was  there  ever  such  powerful  motives  de¬ 
vised  to  oblige  people  to  preseiwe  an  untainted  chai’acter  as 
in  Egypt ;  it  is  well  know’n  to  the  learned,  how  much  the 
honoui-s  of  sepultui*e  were  valued  among  the  ancients,  and  the 
hon  id  ideas  they  annexed  to  the  situation  of  that  soul  w'hose 
body  lay  unburied.  The  Egyptian  legislatuit;,  availing  itself 
of  this  univereal  prejudice,  oi-dained,  that  no  person  should  ob¬ 
tain  a  burial  until  a  rigorous  examination  had  passed  into  his 
conduct  when  living  ;  for  this  pui-pose  the  cot  pse  was  oidered 
to  be  carried  into  an  island  in  the  lake  Mocris,  w  here  the  peo¬ 
ple  sat  as  judges  upon  it,  an<l  deci-eed  or  denied  it  burial  accord¬ 
ing  as  the  chai’acter  came  out  good  or  bad.  The  boatman 
who  was  first  employed  in  carrying  dead  bKxlies  over  to  this 
solemn  trial  being  named  Charon,  has  given  origin  to  the 
poetical  fable,  of  Charon  ferrying  souls  over  the  Styx,  or  from 
tills  world  to  the  next. 


